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DEPUTY PRESIDENT.

The ACTING CLERK: In view of the
abzence on lenve ot the 1’resident, it will
he necessary tor the House to eleet one of
its members to act as Deputy President dur-
ing sueh absenee,

‘The MIXISTER FOR
WATER SUPPLTIES: I move—

That Mr. Cornell act as Deputy President
during the shsenee of the President.

COUNTRY

Hon, H. Seddon: I secoud the motion.
Question put and passed.
The Deputy President took the Chair.

MOTIONS (3)—CONDOLENCE.
Medlillan, K. (".J1.(0

THE MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES (llon. (. ¥. Baxter—
Fast) [4.397: It i= with great sorrew and
humility that I rise to express my prolound
rewret ab the frvepavable loss the State hax
suffered in the death, since onr last meet-
ing, of Sir Robert Furse JeMillan—a
nohle gontleman, onr most esteemed eit'zen
and the State’s most notable Chief Jusitce.
He lived an eloquent life and his worthy
sorvice to the commmmify eloend Just as his
claquence had enriched those privileged to
hear his last ovation,  We shall mizs one
who was well-affected towards zood men.
kind to all. injurions to none, and harsh to
nobody. He had unbounded sympathy for
the sorrows of others, and his generous
actions will ever he remembered hy thoze ou
whoin ke he-towed them, and Lhex are many.
Sir Robhert was always the embodiment of
eonrtasy snd kindness: alwavs his ideal anid

Late Nir Nobert Furse

his happiness were in the serviee of
humanity, and in consequenee his ob-
jects were ever ontside himeelf. In ver-

satile service to the State the late Sir

Robert distinguished the Judiciary in
his Chief Justiceship, and there remain
many treasured 1ecolleetions of him in
that exalted position. On many occavions,
when Administrator or Lieut.-Governor, he
counselled His Majesty's advisers with rave
guidance, and in the present trials of our
voople we sve indeed bereaved by his denrh.
The late Chief Justice was o man of high
aualities and personal charm, and was re-
speeted wd Joved by all who knew him.
Tudeed, we have sustained a sad beveave-
ment i the loss af Sir Robert Meliillan.
The only privilege we have left to us is to
express our deep regret at his unexpected
death, and ta pav him that last reeroect a
respeet due to him for his long serviee Lo
the State. We all deplore his death, and onr
hearts go out in deepest sympathy to his
widow and relatives. T move—

That this House offers its deepest sympathy
to Lady MeMillan and the mewmbers of her
family in the drveparable loss sustained by
them, and 1y the State, in the death of the
Lientenant-Governor  sad  Chief  Justiee, the
Honourable Sir Robhert Furse Mcelillan,
ILCMG, und desires to place on record its
rrofound sense of the great serviee rewdered
to Western Australia by such a distinguished
citizen; and that the Deputy President be re-

quested to forward the foregoing resolution to
Lady MeMillan,

HON. SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) [4.43]: As the senior member of
this House in age, L claim the privilege ol
seconding and sapporting the motion that
has been bronght forward by the Mini-ter.
His remarks have heen =0 wide and =) eont-
prehensive that in faet they include ahnost
evervthine one eould sav, and =o they leave
me very little to add, unless I were to in-
dulge in repetition. The death of anybody
i~ sall, and particularly the death of onr whe
has been held in sneh high respeet o~ was
the Inte Chief Jn-tice. Tt was my privilezs
tn know him cver sinee his arrival in Woest-
evn Australia. Few people earn the repn-
tation that he dil. He was well known a<
cene of the mo-t eapahle judees that ever ~at
o the Peneh, he was one of the kindliest
men T ever met, and one of the eleverest ot
enterininments ar other funetions. Perhons
nobodv in the State can elaim the same de-
eree of rapularity as was erioved hv the
Inte Chief Justice, Judaes and ju-tire< ran-
rof indnlge in popularity. T thev attemptedld
to make themselves popular hy the wennl
means, there wounld he unfavourahle ¢om-
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ment. As judges have remarked to me, they
hold most difficult positions. They are un-
able to dispense hospitality lest any of the
persons they entertain may appear bhefore
them, and an accusation of partiality made
in the event of a decisitn being given in
favour of their friends. 1 endorse entirely
the remarks of the Leader of the House,
and express my personal regret, as well, T
am sure, as the regrets of all members of
the House, at the untimely death of the
Chief Justice.

Question passed; members standing.

Late JMr. I1. .. Steplenson,

THE MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES (Ifon. C. F. Baxter—
East) [1.48]: I move—

‘‘That this House desires to place on reecord
its deep semse of the loss sustained by the
death of the late H. A, Stephenson. who repre-
sented the Metropolitan-Suburban Provinee for
a period of six years, and wishes to express its
sineere svmpathy and condolenee with the mem-
bers of his family; thai the Deputy President
be requested to forward the foregeing resolu-
tion to his family.””

I ask the indulgence of members to refer
to the loss the State has sustained hy
the death, during the adjournment, of our
old and esteemned friend, the late Henry
Alfred Stephenson. The late gentleman

represented  the Metropolitan - Suburban
Provinee in this Chamber from 1924 to
130,  Tn eommerctal pursuits he at one

time oceupied the position of President of
the Perth Chamher of (ommerce. and had
the honour to represent tha: important pub-
lic body at several inter-State eonferences.
In his younger days, he was champien
sculler of his native State—Tasmania—and
later on worthily represenied fhis State in
interstate rowinz events. The views of
the late My, Stephenson were always re-
spected by the House when we had the
pleasure of his membership. On all matters
which engaged his attention he brought to
hear a praetical knowledge of affairs, and
T know that his assistanee was highly valued
by member<. He was deservedly popular
both inside and outside the House, and in
all his dealings he was straightforward and
hanourable. We knew bhim to be a man of
sound views and a kind and genial friend.
Sueh men cannot pass away without leav-
ing a hig gap in the ecommunity. In the
late Mr. Stephenson we had not only one
of the most estimable of gentlemen, but a
useful, independent, and at the same time
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hroad-minded member. We have lost an
carnest-minded and honest friend. Good
men and true whe have served the State are
all too few, and when they depart from us,
we part with them with very great regret.

HON. SIR WILLIAM LATHLAIN
(Metropolitan-Suburban) [4.51]: As a
¢olleagne of the late Mr. Stephenson in the
Metropolitan-Suburban Provinee T desive to
second the motion. I do this with very
preat regret. Having been associated with
him for a very long time I, as well as others,
liad the opportunity to appreciate his many
sterling gualities, and it was with sincere
rerret that we heard of his demise. Those
of us who knew him had a deep regard for
him, and were aware how carnestly he un-
dertook his duties in this House. I feel that
the Leader of the House has expressed all
that one would desire to say on this sad
oceasion, and I shall, therefore, content my-
self with thus seconding the motion.

Question passed; members standing.

Late Mr, A. R, Richardson.

THE MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES (Mon. C. F. Baxter—
Fast) [4.53]: I move—

That this House desives to place on reecord
its appreciation of the public services rendered
to the State by the late Alexander Robert
Richardson, who represinted ihe North Dis-
tricts in the Legislative Council from 1887 to
1890, and to express its sincere sympathy’ in
the loss sustained by his family; and that the
Deputy President be requested to forward a
veny of the foregoing resolution to his r.
tives.

It is with sincere regret that I move a mo-
tion of sympathy respecting the late DMr.
Alexander Robert Richardson, who passed
away on the 2nd instant., Mr. Richardson
was a pioneer pastoralist, and he will also
be well remembered as a notable Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands, and as a colleague
of the Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom in the
historic Forrest Cabinet. Mr, Richardson
came to Western Australia when quite a hoy
in 1865, in the days of stern and bitter dis-
appointments. He went in for sheep raising
in the Cossack distriet, and in the ensuning
vears he was a foremost fizure in the devel-
opment of the pastoral indostry of Western
Australia. He was possessed of rare energy,
ability, and determination. Those qualities
ultimately brought him tv this Chamber on
the 14th June, 1887, as 2 represntative for
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the North Districts. Ile remained in this
House until 1890, when, on the Council be-
coming wholly eleetive, he ceased to he a
member. He was then eleeted to another
place in the first Parliament as the member
for De Grey, and eventually, on the 4th De-
cember, 1894, was appointed Commissioner
of Crown Lands, which affice he resigned on
the 13th Mareh, 1897. Thz late My. Richard-
son was one of those hard+ settlers who have
done so much for the advancement of land
settlement in Western Ansiralia, and for the
good of Western Australia as a whaole. Most
of us knew him well, and esteemed very
highly his sterling qualities. By his own
energy, and by the good grasp that he al-
ways obtained of evervthing he undertook,
he raised himself to eminence in the Forrest
Administration. In that ahle Government
he revealed himself as a man of sound judg-
ment, and one who ever did his duty courte-
ously and comprehensively.  Jr. Richard-
son’s death removes frem ihe State one of
the best of its pioneers. 1lis life was an
example of what a man can accomplish. He
was a fearless man in evevy sense of the
word, and one of his most marked charac-
teristics was his considerate aititude towards
the feelings of others. In his early days he
did noble work in venturing into the then
unknown parts of Western Australia, and
by his death a warm link with the sixties
has been severed.

HON, SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) [4.56]: I desire the privilege of
seconding this motion. I knew the late Mr.
Richardson for a great many years, longer
I think than anvone in this House. When
we come to reflect upon the matter, it seems
exceedingly sad that we should to-day be
called upon to dea! with the deaths of three
of our friends. 1 suppose us long as we are
in this world, such things ave inevitable, and
we must put up with them as best we can
and become recouciled to them as soon as
possible, The Leader of the House has
said so mueh ahout Mr. Richardson that
there is little lett for me to add. 7T knew
him well. He was a co-Minister of mine
under responsible Government in the rvegime
of the late Lord Forrest. lle had the dis-
tinction of serving under two Constifutions.
The first was the Constilution when the
State was a Crown colony, and the next was
when we were enjoying responsible Govern-
ment. He left the Forrest Government,
very much to our regret. He was a man

-work.
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who gave all his time and abilitx to his
and eavried it out most eonscienti-
ously.  Apart from his political work, he
was n great pioneer and a great pastoralist.
Ile spent a =ood deal of his lime in develep-
ing the onlhlocks, and in an endeavour fo
turn what mav be termed the wilderness
into a flowering garden. He was very sue-
cessful.  Almost up to the time of his death
he was taking active steps in looking after
vtock and such-like matters. I feel we have
lost a most valuable citizen. We can only
say how sorry we are. 1 am glad to have
had the privilege of seconding the motion
s0 ably moved by the Leader of the Ilouse.

Question passed; members standing.
ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES {Hon. C. F. Baxter—
East) [$.57]: I move—

That the House nt its rising adjourn until
Tuesday, 19th May.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at .55 pan.
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SWEARING-IN OF MEMBER.

Mr. Teesdale (Roebourne) took and sub-
seribed the oath and signed the roll.



